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ARMISTICE DAY OBSERVANCE
Representatives of Rouen Post attended the American Legion luncheon at Hotel Jefferson and
the laying of the cornerstone of the $1,000,000 Soldier's Memorial Building on the Municipal
Plaza. This ceremony was held at the conclusion of one of the largest Armistice Day parades
St. Louis has seen in recent years, and the units which marched in the parade stood in the Plaza
in front of the Memorial Building. Commander Bill Engel enjoyed a seat on the flag-bedecked
reviewing stand during speeches by United States Senator Bennett Clark, Mayor Dickman and
Barak Mattingly, Chairman of the St. Louis Commanders' Conference. The sight of Engel
resting in a comfortable chair obviously annoyed Arshav Nushan who as a member of the
Washington University Band, stood in the street below, perspiring beneath the weight of a
huge drum.
Colonel Borden S. Veeder, Rev. Father Butler and Cartoonist Jean Knott were the speakers
at the Armistice Day dinner meeting of Rouen Post and other members of Unit 21 in the
Hotel Kingsway. All business of the Post was suspended and Commander Bill Engel convened and adjourned the meeting with one stroke of his gavel before yielding to Pat Byrns
who acted as master of ceremonies in the absence of Jim Costen. Colonel Veeder recalled several
amusing personal experiences in Rouen during the first Armistice celebration and Knott, creator
of the syndicated cartoon "'Penny Ante" told the members of the Post that he felt as if he
knew them all through reading of their activities in the Rouen Post. Father Butler, Director of Catholic charities and a close friend of Byrns, paid a tribute to the fellowship that led
to the inception of Rouen Post. "I think that an organization of this kind is a splendid idea"
he concluded. "'Don't be too serious. Laugh and have a good time when you are together
and I'm sure your departed comrades will rejoice with you. But don't let the mists of
retrospection dim the horror of those days. Do everything in your power to maintain peace."
Following Father Butler's talk, Lee (Doc) Gay led the boys in singing "The Long Long Trail"
and other war songs and the party gradually drifted to the Tavern across the hall.
A LETTER FROM MAJOR STIMSON
My dear Mr. Engel:
The telegram from Rouen Post No. 242, which reached me on November 12, was indeed a
cheering note'. If I had had an address to which to send it, I would have sent a wire, ••Same
to you"!
I wrote Miss Claiborne at the Children's Hospital and secured from her your name and address,
though I realized afterwards that Colonel Fife could probably have given it to me.
It is certainly nice to be remembered. Please give my best wishes to all my old friends when
next you meet, and tell them I will never forget their splendid work and the cooperation they
always gave the nurses.
Sincerely yours,
Julia C. Stimson,
Major, Army Nurse Corps, Superintendent.
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ROUEN REMEMBERS
Colonel Borden Veeder and his family spent a week in Rouen during a motor trip through
Normandy and Brittany last summer, and the Colonel was saddened by the change that Time
has wrought in the once picturesque city by the Seine. The White Star still sheds its friendly
glow through the Rue St. Romaine, but many of the ancient buildings have been modernized
and one looks in vain for the mellow charm of the war days.
On Sunday afternoons French families with lunch baskets crowd the tiny trams that jolt along
the Route D'Elboeuf to the Champ de Cours, where an elderly caretaker and his dog escort
them over the hallowed ground on which the men of Unit 21 fought the war and British rations
with equal stubborness. The story of the hardships endured by these gallant soldiers, who
were often forced to shave with cold water and eat rabbit stew in mid-summer, has become leg'
cndary in Normandy, and even the children of Rouen know the former sites of the rude jail
that housed Sanford Withers, the Prophylactic Hut and the greased pole which stood so vali,
antly against the determined onslaughts of ambitious climbers. Each year on the anniversary
of the Unit's departure from Rouen, the entrance to the White Star is draped in mourning
and cafe owners observe a minute of silence in memory of the good old days.
OUTWITTED
Finding quail entirely too elusive for his erratic marksmanship, Dr. Jim Costen recently w
cepted an invitation to hunt pheasant in the wilds of South Dakota. As the mighty hunter
walked through a field one morning he spied an elderly pheasant meditating in the shelter
of a sumac bush. Raising a heavy gun to his shoulder with some difficulty, the good
doctor took careful aim at the feathered thinker and fired. The bird, startled from its rev,
erie by a shower of leaves and twigs from the bush overhead, fell on its side and lay motion,
less. With a shout of triumph the lean Nimrod rushed forward to claim his prize. Just as
he stooped to pick up the fallen bird, a sudden whir of wings broke the silence, and with a
sneer the wily fowl flew over the bush and disappeared into the October haze.
CHRISTMAS NIGHT
"Studying Conditions" and "Cinderella 'A La Guerre'," two plays written by members of Base
Hospital Unit 21 were presented Christmas night, 1918, in the Recreation hut on the Champ
de Cours, at Rouen. "Studying Conditions," a two-act sketch with post-war Paris as a back,
ground, was written by Charles (Chick) Collier. "Cinderella 'A La Guerre'" a farce in
two acts with prologue and an epilogue, written by Katherine Murphy, was based on life in a
war-time base hospital. The dancing in this play was directed by Miss Constance Cuppaidge, COS'
tum es furnished by the Folies-Bergere and the orchestra, under the direction of Sergeant Thomas
Dunville, was composed of Sylvester Horn, Clarence Schlueter, Edward Dakin, Clarence Koch
and Arshav Nushan. Charles (Shorty) Wallis and Corporal Tom Ridley were in charge of
stage and scenery. Edna Draper, Joseph Meyer, Charles Collier, Jack Dunasky and Tom
O'Hanlon were the players in "Studying Conditions" and the cast of "Cinderella 'A La
Guerre'" was composed of: Ann Carson, Ann Westman, Estelle Claiborne, Mary Ellen Hill,
Florence B. Russell, Myrtle Nash, Mary Stebbins, Joyce Ely, Hazel Flint, Constance Cup'
paidge, Katherine Murphy, Edith Ferguson, Estelle Burch, Edith Dangerfield, Julia MacCorkle,
Ruth Morton, Celeste Campbell and John (Red) Graham.
The program announced that a minstrel show would be presented during the Holidays under
the direction of Graham.
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RETROSPECTION
The lusty cheers that followed every bugle call made by the
dapper Joe Welsch for three days and nights after he had displayed annoyance over one feeble cheer. Chalfont, Taylor,
Richner, Purcell and Stack arrested as alleged leaders of the cheering section, but released after assuring Adjutant Meredith Johnson
that they were opposed to the h~ckling of Sergeant W el~ch and
had tried in yain to stop it. Adjutant Johnson finally bringing
this highly amusing diversion to a halt by threatenng to stop all
passes to Rauen if what he termed "this child's play" continued.
Fun loving lads crouching behind hedgerows and howling like cats at Sergeant "Pussycat"
Rogers. The same group of hidden loafers uttering bird-like cries in an effort to annoy the
present editor of this. paper ... Cook Haralambas Bellios's
determined but unsuccessful efforts to disguise McCon"\t:;OMONTs
achie canned stew as meat loaf by mixing that soapy
- i - - --(-Q~S \30N
with breadcrumbs and onions. Stewed Australian
delicacy
1'Al-WZ.
rabbits
in
July. Sugarless rice for dessert. Stewed dried
vov.s
figs . . . Gordon (Shorty) Kimbrel winning popularity
among the girls in Rue St. Romaine by his lavish donations of Piedmont cigarettes.
Winter twilight deepening in the Seine valley . . . .
Grey smoke swirling from the chimneys of snow-covered
Nysson huts huddled in black groups against the mauve
silhouette of the great forest . . . Patches of yellow lamplight glowing softly through the frosty dusk . . . The
faint notes of a distant bugle call blending in the wind
with the nostalgic strains of "Little Grey Home in the
West" from a ward gramophone ... Troops and motorlorries moving through the slush between the long avenue
of bare trees. French peasants plodding homeward, bent
beneath bundles of firewood from the forest . . . The
occasional gleam of a lantern moving between tents . . .
Promoter Chalfont wheedling eggs for an omelette from
nurses on night duty . . . Arthur Melville engaged in a
stealthy search for extra blankets and tins of milk
The convoy party's hopes for a night of unbroken sleep
dispelled by the ominous chug of an ambulance approaching the Point Hut where patients were received . . . Sergeant Thomas Hester. The original top kick of Unit 21.
A capable serious minded soldier whose efficiency was
rewarded by a commission which he retained after the
war. When last heard from he was a Captain at Walter
Reed Hospital in Washington D. C. . . . George Bisplinghof (Jordan to y<m) the guardian of the Stewart store
where he issued brandy with a medicine dropper and kept
a watchful eye on the lime-juice supply.
Padre Taylor saluted by two rugged Australians on the
Route D'Elbouef. "Ah!" exclaimed the gentle Chaplain,
"So you salute us now that the Yanks have gone into action!" "Not at all" explained one of
the Australians, ''We always salute the American sisters." ... A study in gloom: Tommy Noble
and Hugo Muench carrying stretchers in the rain ... Charlie O'Keefe and his school girl complexion.

...
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THE BULLETIN BOARD
The Editor has accepted the office of Post Chaplain and the comrades
are now assured of the spiritual and moral leadership which they sought
in vain from Chaplain Sheedy . . . We have an interesting letter from Howard Dunham of Dallas, Texas. Howard enjoys the Rouen Post and enclosed
a liberal contribution to be used in defraying the expenses of the paper.
The Editor of the Rouen Post would appreciate the return of his Legion cap
which was last 'Seen moving about the Kingsway Tavern on the handsome
head of George Delany . . . A thorough investigation by Commander Engel
has failed to verify the report that Arshav Nushan observed one minute of silence at eleven
o'clock on Armistice Day .. . The following out of town members of Unit 21 who have not been
heard from in a long time expressed regret at being unable to attend the Armistice dinner meeting; Major Fred T. Murphy, Detroit, Mich.; Major Meredith Johnson, Mt. View, Cal.; Francis
Kendall, Bristol, Va.; Charles (Rabbi) Fox, West Palm Beach, Fla.; Paul Plueger, Chicago,
Ill.; Harold Pope, Jefferson City, Mo.; F. L. Wendelburg, Independence, Mo.; Glen Teel, Tulsa,
Okla.; Dr. Allen Gilbert, Fayetteville, Ark.; Herschel Storment, Salem, Ill.; Tom Hunt, Kansas City, Mo.; and Dr. Clarence Koch, Little Rock, Ark . .. . Rex Hasgall, Calvin Tilton
and Ed Winer used the telephone to send greetings to their comrades during the meeting.
Hasgall and Tilton called from Los Angeles, Winer from Chicago.
Greetings and salutations to everyone. Sure am sorry that I can't be with you at the dinner. Give my regards to everyone present. Tell Lee Gay that I'll meet him at St. Sever at
6:30 in the morning. I'd like to meet Ernst, Joe Larimore, Brockman and a few others at the
Hotel Choiseul D'Egypt in Paris next week. I'll drink to the health of you all tonight.
Allen Gilbert
I have enjoyed very much receiving the copies of the Rouen Post and the reminders of 1917,18
fill me with nostalgia. I have been retired for physical disability and am trying to be a farmer.
Would like to join you at St. Louis and have hopes of doing so in the near future.
Meredith R. Johnson,
Major, U. S. A. Retired
A TELEGRAM FROM COLONEL MURPHY
I have been away, so reply by letter to your postal not possible. Sorry I cannot attend dinner on
Armistice Day but wish to extend greetings to all. It is fine that your group is keeping alive the
worthwhile memories of Unit 21.
Dr. Fred T . Murphy
The officers of Rauen Post No. 242, American Legion extend best wishes for a joyous Christmas to all members of the Post and former members of Unit 21 . May you all enjoy a double
ration of turkey, eggnog and good cheer.
For information regarding Rouen Post or Unit 21 write or call the Post Headquarters at 5'14
Commercial Building, St. Louis, Mo. The telephone number is Main 1387.
The members of Rouen Post are grateful to Father Butler, Colonel Veeder and Jean Knott
for their contribution to the evening's entertainment.
The next meeting of Rouen Post No. 242 will be held on Friday, December 11th, at the
Kingsway Hotel.

